

Issue 4    February   2010        For Mill owners in Wales.
Cymdeithas Melinau Cymru – Welsh Mills Society
c/o Andrew Findon,  Y Felin Fach, Blaenpennal, ABERYSTWYTH, SY23 4TP

01974 – 251 231    email -    afindon@fsmail.net 
Forum Meeting  -   20th March 2010.

Details of the meeting being held near Llandrindod Wells for members who are mill owners, or are planning to buy a mill in the future, to discuss topics which are of mutual concern to Welsh mill owners, and share information and solutions.
AGENDA .
 1. . INTRODUCTION – Delegates   to give brief details of their mill, experiences and future plans, and raise any topics they would like to discuss.

2.  Restoration techniques –   

3.  WATER WHEEL -  corrosion treatment.

4. INCOME & GRANTS   .  CADW,   Tir Gofal being replaced by Glastir. 
Grants – are there any available ?  
5.  Insurance – what  cover you may need, who will give cover, are you paying too much ?
6 . Power production. -  
Can we  generate and sell  electricity,  new Feed In Tariffs. 


Assessing the site for potential.  Best system to using – waterwheel or turbine.  Abstraction     
licence application – do you need one, what is the application process ? 
7.  Mill history. -   research and recording,  Course on researching on the internet. 

8..  HEALTH AND SAFETY  Risk assessment  requirements.  Hygiene regulations. 

9.  POND RESTORATION – clay puddling,  draining and cleaning.
10.  NATIONAL MILLS DAY –    8th and 9th May 2010  -   opening to the public.

11. ANY OTHER  BUSINESS - . Are there some  things which the WMS should be helping  you with, as a mill owner ?                                                       
Specialist suppliers – 

Timber supplier
A member  has used them for Welsh oak and other timbers.

Oak sizes up to 12in x 12in x 20ft, at very reasonable prices.
The oak, it’s from a large estate in Wales therefore all Welsh timber, he’s very interested in forestry so it’s selected trees and not clear felled. It's oak mostly but some Douglas Fir, large quantity of beams, slabs, posts, etc but no sawmill on site so you need to phone for sizes, all timber seven or eight years old, well stacked and good price.                                               

Website host and e-mail provider.
A member has used them for his  website uses one of their  standard website packages which he  says is quite easy to use, and has produced a good result.

Mill Bills for dressing millstones.  
We are  having a batch made with tungsten carbide tips, should be ready soon.

Parts wanted and for  sale.

Wanted. A waterwheel up 8feet by 18in or just an axle.
For sale.  Overshot 13 ½ foot  waterwheel, cast iron rims ,needs new wooden arms and axle, but available with axle gudgeons. Pitwheel , wallower and upright shaft, 2 stonenuts and shafts. Driveshaft and gearing for supplementary stone set driven off pitwheel. Pair of French burr stones. May split into separate lots.  

Power production –  Water supply  and regulations – 
 I came across details of  water vortex turbine power plant system, which is an interesting alternative to other turbine systems.  It is a low head system, consisting of a vortex tank with a paddle in the centre, driving a generator, which seems to tolerate small debris and fish without damage.  The  initial installation cost seems high, but worth considering. See website section below.
I have just come across  an organisation  in North Wales,  who are looking at initiating micro hydro schemes on farms. I have contacted them to see if we can help each other, more details at the Forum. 

I have been continuing to put in our application for an abstraction licence, with the help of our specialist advisor .
Insurance –
Is  mill insurance still a problem ?  Are you paying too much for your  mill ? 

Advice is available to members fron our insurance advisor.
Flooding and water control.

Have you experienced any flood problems ? 
News from members mills – 

Details of progress on the various repair and restoration which is ongoing at eleven of our members mills.
Mill site promotion –

There is a facility on the Welsh Mills Society website  welshmills.org.uk   also at melin.org.uk    for members  to place details of their  mill, either for visitors, accommodation, or products.

On the WEB
Just some websites which have come to my attention which may be of interest.

Water vortex turbine power plant.  

Pipes – concrete, glass fibre etc and bridges   

Vertical axis wind turbines .   
Mucky Mills Gang

Details of projects which are carried out to give practical help and experience to our mill owning members.
Mill repair techniques
Details of practical ways of carrying out repair and restoration work on mills.
This is an abridged version of a  free service available to members of the Welsh Mills Society.
ForumEnews4WEB
